graphs of an individual disease that exists in medical literature. In our next Number we hope to prove the correctness of this judgment by an ample analysis of its contents. We are induced to notice the volume on the present occasion, chiefly that we may make our readers acquainted with the improved method of treating cancer, introduced into practice a few years since by Dr. Arnott,?and which is here fully set forth by Dr. Walshe for the first time.
We have been constantly expecting that this great invention?for it is really such?would have been given to the world, formally and in detail, by its author; but Dr. Arnott would seem to be as careless of ordinary fame, as he manifestly is of what is as generally prized in these later days?money. He has successively given to the world?truly given, given unconditionally and without any hope or possibility of pecuniary return?invention after invention, all designed for, and ministering, in the most striking manner to, the improvement of human health and comfort, and the relief of human suffering; which, if he had been so minded, might have become to him the certain means of almost boundless wealth. First, the hydrostatic or water-bed, and strap-hammock bed, for invalids; then the self-regulating air and water stoves known by his name; then the air-pump, the self-poised chimney-valve, and fish-gill air-warmer, for heating and ventilating ships, public buildings, and rooms; and, lastly, this philosophical apparatus for supplying pressure " Here then was a tumour, which (though it had so far not given rise to any of the more terrible evils appertaining to cancer) yet possessed in the clearest and best defined manner the sum of characters assigned by universal experience to growths pursuing the common course of that disease ; and this tumour disappeared completely under the persevering use of the means described. Had the growth been removed with the knife, the chances (as will fully appear in the sequel) are extremely strong that, within the present period, the disease would have reappeared, and perhaps destroyed its victim. But from the very perfection of success in this and similar cases an objection may arise in some minds. It may be urged that, as in such cases a mass, composed of indefinitely vegetating cells, is removed from its original site by absorption, the displaced cells may in some new abode germinate and flourish. But the objection is a fallacious one. The absorption effected in such cases must, on physiological grounds, be considered of the kind I have termed unproductive (see p. 105;) and clinical experience, so far as it has yet gone, corroborates, in the non-reproduction of tumours thus dispersed, the justness of the physiological principle." (pp. 207-14.) In the original work, Dr. Arnott's apparatus and its mode of application are illustrated by a woodcut. And we may here observe, that the volume also contains one beautiful copper-plate, exhibiting the general phenomena of the pathology of cancer, and several other woodcuts devoted to the same object.
